
SATTERY/CHARGING SYSTEM

SERVICE INFORMATION
GENERAL

. AWARNING
• The battery gi ves off explosive gases; keep sparks, flames and cigarettes aw ay. Provide adequate vent il ati on w he n

cha rg ing.
• The batte ry conta ins sulfu ric acid (electrolyte ). Contact with skin o r eyes may cause seve re burns. Wea r protective

clothing and a face shield.
- If electrol yte gets on you r skin , flush with water.
- If electro lyte gets in yo ur eyes. flush w ith wa ter for at least 15 minutes and call a phys ici an im mediate ly.
Electrolyte is po isonous.
- If swallowed, dr ink la rge qu antiti es of wa ter o r milk and call yo ur loc al Poison Control Center o r a call a physician

immediately.

NOTICE
• A lways turn o ff the ig ni tion switch before disconnecting any electrical component.
• Some electricst compo nents may be damaged i f terminals or connecto rs are co nnec ted or disconnected wh ile the igni­

tion switch is ON and curren t is p resen t.

• For exte nded sto rage, remove th e battery, gi ve it a full charge, and sto re it in a cool , dry space. For maximum serv ice
life, charge the stored batt ery every tw o w eeks.

• For a battery remai ning in a sto red moto rcycle, disconnect t he negat ive batt ery cable fro m the batte ry term inal.
• The maintenance free batt ery mu st be replaced w hen it reaches the end of it s service li fe.
• The battery can be damaged lf overcharged or u nde rcha rged, or if left to di scha rge fo r a long period. These sam e con­

d it ions co nt ri bu te to sho rten ing the "li fe span" of th e battery . Even under normal use, the performance of th e batt ery
deter ior ates afte r 2 - 3 ye ars.

• Battery vo ltage may recover aft er battery chargi ng, but under heavy load , batte ry vol tage will drop qu ickly and eve nt u­
all y di e out. For t his reason, th e cha rging system is often sus pected as th e prob lem. Battery overcharge often resu lts
from problems in the battery itself, w hich may appea r to be an ove rcharg ing symptom. If one of t he battery cell s is
shorted and batt ery voltage does no t inc rease, the reg u lator/rect ifier supp lies excess vo ltage to the batte ry . Under th ese
cond it ions, the electrolyte lev el goes do wn quickly .
Befor e troubleshoot ing the chargi ng system , check for proper use and maintenance of the battery . Check if th e batte ry
is fr equ ently under heavy load , such as having th e headligh t and taillight ON fo r long peri ods of time w ith out riding the
motorcycle.

• The battery wi ll self-discharge w he n th e motorcycle is no t in use. For th is reason, charge th e batt ery eve ry two weeks to
prevent sulfat ion fro m occurri ng.

• When checking the charging system, always fo llow the steps in the tro ubles hooting fl ow cha rt (page 17·4 ).
• Fo r batte ry chargi ng , do not exceed the charg ing cu rrent and t ime spec if ied on the battery . Use of exce ssive current or

charging time may dama ge the battery .
• Refer to (page 11·4 ) for alternato r removal and disassembly.

BATIERY TESTING

Refer to the in struction of the Operation M anual fo r th e recommended batte ry tester. The recom mended battery tester
puts a "loa d" on th e battery so that t he actu al battery condit ion of the lo ad can be measu red .

Recommended battery t est er: BM·210 or BATTERY MATE or equivalent

SPECIFICATIONS

ITEM SPECIFICATIONS
Batt ery Capacity 12 V - 8.6 Ah

Current leakage 2.0 rnA max.
Voltage Fully charged 13.0 -13.2 V
(20'C/68' F) Needs Below 12.4 V

cha rging
Charging curre nt Normal 0 .9 N 5 - 10 h

Qui ck 4 .5 N l h
Alternator Capaci ty 0.344 kW/5,000 rpm

Charging coi l resistance (20°C/68°F) 0.1 - 1.0 n
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